November 17, 2003


Web-Bulletin
In addition to the support from the United Way for the Mutually Ours project, the SHRC received funding from the Ministry of Tourism and Recreation.  This funding is available for graduates, to start Community Sports Projects within their neighbourhood, which focus on either children or youth.  

After the graduation in July of this year, the graduates were asked to submit proposals for the Community Sports Project funding by September 26th.  I am delighted to report that I received three proposals, with seven graduates participating.  The following is a brief outline of the submissions:

· A community theatre group for Somali children in the East Mall area 

· A boys & girls club in the Trethewey Dr area.

· Sports activities for children and youth in the Oakwood –Vaughan neighbourhood.  

All three projects are in the early stages of development.  I am eagerly awaiting their first bi-weekly reports.  

In addition to the Community Sport Projects, I also received a proposal for a homework club in the Oakwood –Vaughan area.  Unfortunately there is no funding for this type of project at the moment.  The SRRC continues to apply for additional funding to support the graduates in such community endeavours.

Access to community space continues to be an ongoing problem, a problem that I also encountered.  In the Trethewey area, the participants are having difficulties even reserving the community or party rooms.  The management companies in the apartment complexes are not helpful or supportive.  I have made several calls and written letters on the participants’ behalf, trying to secure the community rooms within their buildings.  To date I am still waiting for a response.  

To make matters more complex many community spaces, such as apartment community rooms, are also requesting proof of insurance before they will provide access to the space.  The SHRC has insurance for the project participants, but this type of demand makes it more difficult for those wishing to do community work.  

Sincerely

Carolyn Burley

Community Mobilzer

